Music Theatre of Idaho

ARTS FOR EVERYONE

PROGRAM GUIDELINES

2009
These guidelines are published in an effort to help our partners in identifying families which might benefit from the 2009, Music Theatre of Idaho, ARTS FOR EVERYONE, season ticket program.   This program allows low and middle income families to qualify for FREE and REDUCED PRICED season tickets.  REDUCED PRICED tickets are offered on a sliding scale, based on total household income.  If there are questions regarding the scope of guidelines, please call the MTI office at 468-2385.  Please understand that tickets will be disbursed to qualifying families on a first come, first served basis and there are a limited number of tickets to be distributed.  All performances will be held at the Nampa Civic Center, 311 3rd St. South in Nampa.  Those participating must follow the rules of the program.  Those who do not comply with the program rules, can be dropped from the program without notice and without recourse.  

Guidelines For Admission

1. Applicant families should reside in Canyon or Ada County, Idaho.  

2. A “family” will consist of adults and children (to be admitted into this program the family must have at least one “child” participant who is between 5 and 17 years old, and be attending public school).  Children under 5 cannot participate in this program.  Each program “family” must have at least one participant over the age of 21.
3. A “family” can consist of parents, grand parents, aunts and uncles, cousins, brothers, sisters, related by blood or marriage, so long as they live in the same household, at the same residence.  If you have questions about who can be considered a member of a “family,” please call the MTI office.

4. In order to be eligible for participation, the income level of the family (as designated above) must meet eligibility guidelines, which have be established with help from the Idaho department of Health and Welfare income guideline charts.  Any family at or below 100% of the established poverty line, will automatically qualify for the FREE admission program, so long as all other qualifications are met.  Other families may be eligible for the SLIDING SCALE REDUCED ADMISSION program, which has quite liberal guidelines.  The only way to determine if you qualify for this program, is to fill out an application, or call the office.
5. Applicant families must have available transportation to get themselves from their home to the Nampa Civic Center and back home on performance nights.

6. Applicant families should have the desire to participate in this arts experience, and the resolve to complete the entire year of participation.

7. Persons of all race, gender, religion, and background are encouraged to participate.   
Rules For Participation-FREE PROGRAM
1. All families wishing to participate must submit an application with the MTI, prior to 5:00 pm on Friday, November 7, 2008.  The application must be complete, including any documentation required before it can be considered.  Incomplete applications will not be considered.

2. Applications will be processed as they arrive at the MTI office.  There is a maximum number of season tickets which will be distributed.  Once that number is reached, those eligible will be placed on a waiting list, which will exist for one year, through the end of Season 2009.  If any 2009 participants drop out before the end of the program, they will be replaced by those on the waiting list.

3. When a family fills out an application for participation in the ARTS FOR EVERYONE program, they will select the dates they would like to see the seven productions.  All members of the participating family must participate at the same performance.  If, when the performance gets closer, the family needs to adjust their attendance date, they can do so, so long as they change the scheduled performance at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled performance.  
4. No family will be granted more season tickets than the qualifying number of persons in their household, or 6, whichever lower.
5. At least one adult from the participating family, over the age of 21, must be in attendance at each production.  Children (under age 18), will not be allowed to participate at any production, without the accompaniment of an adult.
6. Families admitted to the FREE program will pay a “ticket deposit” of $7 for each season ticket.  The deposit is refunded back to the family over the period of 1 year, as tickets are picked up and used.  Payment arrangements can be made for the deposit.  The deposit is used as “security” that participants will attend productions on a regular basis.  If patrons do not attend, the deposit is not refundable.
7. In order to participate in the FREE program, each family must agree to complete and submit a total of 7 surveys during the season.  The surveys must be completed and returned to the MTI before tickets will be distributed.  There will be one survey before each production and one at the end of the season.  These surveys will give the MTI data in order to help us provide better services for families in the Treasure Valley.   
8. Participant families must attend all productions (7) during the 2009 season.  If a family misses a production, they may be removed from the program.  If a family misses two productions, they will be removed from the program and replaced by a family on the waiting list.   
9. If you have any questions about this program, you should contact our office at 468-2385.

Rules For Participation-SLIDING SCALE, INCOME DEPENDENT PROGRAM

10. All families wishing to participate must submit an application with the MTI, prior to 5:00 pm on Friday, November 7, 2008.  The application must be complete, including any documentation required before it can be considered.  Incomplete applications will not be considered.

11. Applications will be processed as they arrive at the MTI office.  There is NO maximum number of SLIDING SCALE season tickets which will be distributed, however, tickets are based on availability.  For the best seats, apply early.   
12. When a family fills out an application for participation in the ARTS FOR EVERYONE program, they will select the dates they would like to see the seven productions.  All members of the participating family must participate at the same performance.  If, when the performance gets closer, the family needs to adjust their attendance date, they can do so, so long as they change the scheduled performance at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled performance.  

13. No family will be allowed to purchase more season tickets than the qualifying number of persons in their household, or 6, whichever lower.

14. Participants in this program must be a least 5 years old.  There is no maximum age.  Any combination of adults/children/seniors can participate in this program, so long as they are all part of the same qualifying household.

15. Families admitted to the SLIDING SCALE program can pay their fees in one of two ways.  First, fees can be paid “up front”.  The guidelines for this program are very generous and fees are quite low.  The second way to pay is monthly, over the course of the year.  Our box office personnel can explain the monthly fee option to you.  There are very strict guidelines for the monthly fee option, but it is one way to extend payments and allow fun for the entire family.  If you chose this second option, there is an additional form to fill out at the box office (we can mail it to you as well).
16. The participation guidelines for the SLIDING SCALE program are very generous, however we do realize that some families have financial obligations, which can be all consuming and can prohibit attendance even though family income exceeds guidelines.  This is why we also have a special program which allows families with exceptional circumstances to petition to have their qualifying income lowered for participation in this program.  If your family’s income exceeds guidelines for the SLIDING SCALE program, and you have exceptional circumstances (medical, child support for another family, foreclosures, etc.) you may apply under this program.  There are no guarantees as to acceptance, we will view each application individually.  The MTI wants to make the arts affordable for all families.  We take a great deal of time in qualifying as many families as possible for these programs.  
17. If you have any questions about this program, you should contact our office at 468-2385.

Example of Qualifying Income Levels
A household with four qualifying residents, can earn up to $1767 per month ($21,204 per year), and be eligible for the FREE Season Ticket Program.
A household with four qualifying residents, can earn up to $3600 per month ($43,200 per year) and still qualify for the SLIDING SCALE, Income dependent Season Ticket Program.

Families who do not qualify for FREE or SLIDING SCALE ADMISSIONS may qualify for our FAMILY VALUE discounts, which range from 5%-25%, depending on the number of persons in the household, annual income, and the number of tickets purchased.

APPLICATION

Music Theatre of Idaho

ARTS FOR EVERYONE

FREE AND REDUCED FEE SEASON TICKET ADMISSION

2009
Family Name:____________________________________________Responsible Party:__________________________________

Mailing Address:____________________________________________________________________Zip:___________________

Home Telephone:_________________________Work Telephone:_________________Cell Phone:_________________________
Number of Persons in this household (residing full time in the household):__________Are there any persons in this household who are not related:______________

Total Household Income Per Month:___________(Must be verifiable through pay stubs and tax records.  You must report alimony and child support as part of eligibility for this program).  Please attach copies of all income verification documents.  If you have questions regarding what you may use to verify income, please contact our office at 468-2385 and we will be happy to assist you in meeting guidelines).
Number of Season Tickets Requested:  
1
2
3
4 
5
6
(A Maximum of 6 tickets per household will be available.  The number of tickets distributed to any family will not exceed the number of qualifying family members in a household.  Tickets distributed will be based on number of participants in qualifying household, and other qualifying guidelines.  NO EXCEPTIONS)
Productions in season 2009:
Seussical, The Musical
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
The King and I

Les Miserables

Sweet Charity



Disney’s Beauty and the Beast

Annie

Please list all persons in this family (all must live in the household).  All tickets must be used by persons over 5 years of age.  Children must be accompanied by an adult (over 21) at all times.  The first person on the chart should be the responsible person as listed above.

	Last Name
	First Name
	Relationship to Responsible Party
	Age
	Office use
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____I have read through the guidelines for this program, or someone has read them to me, and I understand all requirements and rules associated with the program.  I agree to comply with the requirements of the program.   
If my family is selected to participate in the ARTS FOR EVERYONE program, I would like to attend on (please remember, there are 7 productions—please refer to www.mtionline.org for exact dates):

___Thursday Nights
___First Friday Night (opening  Night)  ___Second Friday Night
____First Saturday Night

___Saturday Matinee
___Saturday Matinee

I understand that this program is designed to allow lower and moderate income families the opportunity to receive the benefits of family arts attendance that they are often not afforded.  I understand that there are guidelines for participation in this program, which concern income and other criteria.  I understand that I am  asked to provide documentation of my family’s eligibility for this program, including financial records, and reports from various agencies, schools or employers.  I have responded to all items on this application in an honest way.  I understand that only my family, as defined in the program guidelines may participate with me in this program. I understand that abuse of this program and it’s guidelines, including allowing non eligible persons to use my tickets will result in immediate expulsion from the program.
I further understand that all information submitted to the MTI is private, and will not be shared with anyone.  The MTI will keep this information in the strictest confidence.

Signature of Applicant:_________________________________________________________________________________Date:_____________________________
